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tforf employed the following method : The tannin was .J^P- 1IT-
dissolved in water? and carbonate of potash dropt in as
long as any precipitate fell. The liquid was separated
from this precipitate by filtration, and mixed with ace-
tate of lead. A powder fell, consisting of the oxide
of lead combined with tannin. This powder was wash-
ed and dried; and being mixed with water, a current of
sulphureted hydrogen was passed through. By this
means the lead was separated and remained in combi-
nation with sulphur, while the tannin dissolved in the
water. The liquid being now filtered, boiled, and eva-
porated to dryness, left a residue, which may be consi-
dered as tannin in a state of as great purity as it can he
procured from nutgalls *.

3. CATECHU, or terra japonica as it is also called, is Fromcate-
a substance obtained by decoction and evaporation from
a species of mimosa which abounds in Ir.dia. It has
a reddish brown colour, an astringent taste, leading an
impression of sweetness; it is not altered by exposure
to the air. There are two varieties of it, one from Bom-
bay, which has the lightest colour, and a specific gravi-
ty of 1'39 ; and one from Bengal, which is of the co-
lour of chocolate ; its specific gravity is 1'28 f. This
substance was examined by Davy, and found to consist
chiefly of tannin combined with a peculiar species of
extractive. If the darkest parts of the catechu be se-
lected, and infused in cold distilled water for a short
time, the infusion, when evaporated to dryness, consists
of tannin combined with a very minute quantity of extract,
It may therefore be employed to ascertain the properties
.of tannin.
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